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British Army Regimental Succession of Titles: Engineers

Alongside the Royal Regiment of Artillery, in 1716 the Board of Ordnance established the Corps of Engineers. The officers that made up this new Corps oversaw the work conducted by Artificer Companies,
for which a formal organisation was established six years later. In 1782 both were granted the ‘Royal’ prefix and became the Royal Corps of Engineers and the Corps of Royal Military Artificers.

When the Board of Ordnance was abolished in 1855, the two Corps transferred to the main body of the British Army and were combined at Chatham in 1856 as the unified Corps of Royal Engineers. Royal
Engineers deployed as field companies attached to larger infantry units or field squadrons attached to cavalry.

During the Great War, two field companies (later three) of Royal Engineers were attached to each Division. After the Second World War, the Royal Engineers' workshops and depots were formed into
regiments and, as these resources focus on the succession of regimental titles, they are the focus of this chronology.

During the Twentieth Century, traditional Royal Engineer responsibilities have been assigned to newly formed corps: communications (Royal Corps of Signals and Royal Logistic Corps), equipment
maintenance (Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers), ports and railways (Royal Corps of Tranport then Royal Logistic Corps) and aviation (Royal Flying Corps then Army Air Corps).

Find out more at the Royal Engineers Museum
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